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Founded in 1965, the Open

Space Council works

independently and

collaboratively to conserve

and sustain land, water,

and other natural

resources throughout the

St. Louis region.

Through a collaborative partnership led by the Open
Space Council, the Community Stewardship Alliance
(CSA) is an exciting new conservation program that
provides focused, trained, volunteer leadership. The goal
is to help restore and maintain the natural areas in our
parks and along the greenways within St. Louis County. 
More detailed information is available at:
www.opespacestl.org/community-stewardshipalliance.

http://openspacestl.org/programs/the-community-stewardship-alliance/
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WHY ST. LOUIS COUNTY
SUPPORTS THE CSA

In This Report

St. Louis County Parks is pleased to partner with the Community Stewardship

Alliance. St. Louis County Parks supports the pilot project initiated by the

Open Space Council of St. Louis to implement habitat changing practices in

3 of our parks, St. Vincent Park, Creve Coeur Lake Memorial Park, and Lower

Meramec Park. With 12,700 acres of parkland, it is difficult for the parks

department to manage the natural resources on all of these lands. With the

assistance of the Community Stewardship Alliance and their core of

volunteers, the parks department has created new opportunities and

maintained new natural habitats over the past couple of years. Listed below

are some of the highlights:

     • Nearly 275 trees have been planted in the three parks,     

       taking maintained fields or manicured lawn and converting them

       into future woodlands.

     • Over 1,200 willow stakes have been cut and installed along the

       banks of the Meramec River for bank stabilization.

     • Honeysuckle removal has occurred on all 3 pilot parks releasing

       the native plant growth that has been suppressed for years by

       this invasive shrub.

     • 3 Pollinator Gardens have been maintained creating an

       educational showpiece at Creve Coeur Park.

As we move into 2022, St. Louis County Parks looks forward to working with

the Community Stewardship Alliance partnership to continue these all-

important natural resource activities. Some of the 2022 projects will include:

     • Expanded native plantings at the St. Vincent Aquatic

       Center.

     • Continued removal of invasive species along the creek

       corridor at St. Vincent.

     • Follow-up native planting of trees and shrubs along the

       creek at St. Vincent.

     • Begin to prep 6 acres of land for a savanna and prairie

       planting at St. Vincent.

     • At Creve Coeur continue the removal of honeysuckle

       along the lakefront providing views of the lake.

     • Look at planting additional trees and shrubs converting 

       additional maintained lawn into future woodlands.

     • Continue the tree planting at Lower Meramec converting an old

       agriculture field into a future woodland.

     • Continue willow staking along the banks of the Meramec River.

St. Louis County Parks is pleased to be an active partner in the Community

Stewardship Alliance and looks forward to another successful year.

                                                                            Respectfully,

                                                                            

                                                                            Brian Schaffer, CPRP, AFO

                                                                            Deputy Director



A SHARED MISSION
"Working with the Open Space Council to support the CSA
program is a natural fit for us, and not just because one of the
pilot sites is at our home base in Creve Coeur Park. Even when
tree planting is not a component of this, habitat restoration and
establishment of other native plant communities still aligns with
one of our major goals - "to create connections between people
and nature, and to protect and enhance regional biodiversity."
Forest ReLeaf of Missouri is proud to support the CSA program." 
                                                  -Mark Halpin, Forest ReLeaf

"It’s so impressive to see the dedication of the ambassadors and
partners who have come together with a shared conservation
vision. CSA program has shown great potential to engage
community members in meaningful stewardship work to improve
habitat in St. Louis County Parks and along the greenways. As
the program continues to grow, we are excited to see the
collective impact of these projects across the region."
                                      -Tom Schweiss, Great Rivers Greenway

"Today, our mission has never been more relevant or important.
Plant diversity, the world’s greatest renewable natural resource, is
being lost at an alarming rate, and we must act with the greatest
urgency to document and conserve it before it is too late. The
Missouri Botanical Garden has recognized and accepted its
responsibility to be an effective leader, mentor, advocate, and
practitioner of environmental protection at home and throughout
the world."                    -Allison Brown, Missouri Botanical Garden

"Our mission at MDC is to protect and manage the fish, forest,
and wildlife resources of the state; to facilitate and provide an
opportunity for all citizens to use, enjoy, and learn about these
resources.  We are so glad to be able to support the Park
Ambassadors by providing resources and promoting events."
                        -Josh Ward, Missouri Department of Conservation

"Our mission at St. Louis Audubon is to create a community
connection to nature through education and conservation, the
CSA program dovetails perfectly with that mission through
community involvement and volunteerism and Missouri Master
Naturalists are always looking for new and productive ways to
volunteer. The CSA provides a wealth of opportunities that focus
on our local parks."  
              -Michael Meredith, St. Louis Audubon, Missouri Master               
                  Naturalists Great Rivers Chapter & CSA Ambassador

The St. Louis County Parks Foundation joined
the CSA group to support the restoration
and maintenance of the undeveloped
natural areas within the St. Louis County Park
System. This group is compatible with our
vision to support and promote the facilities,
programs, Capital Improvements, and
resources of St. Louis County Parks. The
Open Space Council has done an excellent
job managing the beginning of a three-year
pilot project and has demonstrated a
strong working relationship with the member
sponsors and volunteers."
       -Marshall Galliers, St. Louis County Parks      
                                                      Foundation



2021 PROGRAM
BREAKDOWN The Community

Stewardship Alliance

held 17 workdays across

St. Vincent, Lower

Meramec, and Creve

Coeur Parks and our

Ambassadors managed

223 volunteers who gave

over 700 hours of their

time. These stewards

removed over 4 acres of

invasive species, managed

17 acres of land, and

planted 175 trees.

HABITAT RESTORATION 

Habitat restoration is a long-term venture

that requires commitment and planning.

CSA habitat restoration projects include so

much more than tree planting for

reforestation. These sustainability projects

also support invasive species removal to

promote native growth on the forest floor,

maintain pollinator gardens, and willow

staking along rivers and streams. These

combined efforts help create habitats for

birds, fish, insects, and wildlife and improve

water and air quality for the local

community. 



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Jeanne Bauer & Micheal Meredith
CSA Ambassadors
Creve Coeur Park

We are so grateful for our

volunteers who help support

the Ambassadors. Thank you

to everyone who gives their

time and resources to help

make the CSA Program a

model that will expand to

parks throughout the St. Louis

region. Check out these

stewards in action! 

The Community Stewardship Alliance

held 17 volunteer workdays across St.

Vincent, Lower Meramec, and Creve Coeur

Parks. Our 7 Ambassadors managed 223

volunteers. These stewards removed over 4

acres of invasive species, managed 17 acres

of land, and planted 175 Trees. 

AMBASSADORS

The CSA Program success relies on the Ambassadors

who adopt these parks and practice dedicated

stewardship to the natural areas that they are directly

invested in and committed to protecting and preserving.

A special thank you to our Ambassadors Christine

Garhart & Lynn Stephenson at St. Vincent Park, Jeanne

Bauer, Michael Meredith, & Pamela Wilcox at Creve

Coeur Park, and Blake Ritter & Laura Yates at Lower

Meramec Park. These ambassadors have navigated

through changing protocols throughout Covid-19 and

continued to help the program thrive.  

Blake Ritter & Laura Yates
CSA Ambassadors

Lower Meramec Park

Pam Wilcox 
CSA Ambassador
Creve Coeur Park

Chris Garhart & Lynn Stephenson
CSA Ambassadors
St. Vincent Park



ST. VINCENT PARK

Invasive species removal 

25 Trees planted

The wooded corridor is along the park's eastern

boundary; the rest is open, manicured lawn.

The park features 6 natural communities: upland

woodland, successional upland woodland, bottomland

woodland, a year-round creek, marsh wetland, and seep.

The successional upland woodland contains a mix of

native oak and hickory trees.

The park is 134 acres and is located in North St. Louis County. 

The Ambassadors and Partners Hosted

4 stewardship events in 2021:

Located within what was the historical prairie belt of St.

Louis, though none remains today.

PARK FACTS:



CREVE COEUR PARK

100 Trees Planted

Honeysuckle Removal

Pollinator Garden Maintenance

Features a 300-acre lake, one of the largest natural

lakes in Missouri formed by the Missouri River.

Translates in French to “broken heart.”

Creve Coeur Lake is known for its crappie fishing and a

magnet for migrating waterfowl in the Spring and Fall.

The park is home to birds of prey, including bald eagles,

ospreys, peregrine falcons, kestrels, red-tailed hawks,

broad-winged hawks, red-shouldered hawks, and

northern harriers.

You can find 300+-year-old chinkapin oaks; white oak,

shingle oak, northern red oak, flowering dogwood,

redbud, pawpaw, bladdernut and spicebush can also

be found in the park.

Unique flora such as Wild sweet William, Jack-in-the-

Pulpit, green dragon, Dutchmen’s breeches and

bloodroot dot the forest floor.

Old Missouri River bluffs run along the east-west portion

of the park; they house ferns, mosses, and lichens.

Little Creve Coeur area is one of the most extensive

natural wetlands in the County (550 acres).

The park features 15 natural communities: natural lake,

marsh wetland, shrub swamp wetland, successional

bottomland woodland, upland woodland, upland

bottomland woodland, wet bottomland woodland,

creek, stream edge, bluff, rock outcropping, seep,

prairie, and an old field.

Creve Coeur Lake Memorial Park is an extensive landscape

of 2,114 acres located in west St. Louis County. 

The Ambassadors and Partners hosted 

8 Stewardship events in 2021:

The first and largest county park, established in 1950.

PARK FACTS:



LOWER MERAMEC PARK 

Honeysuckle removal

150 Trees planted, with assistance from AmeriCorps

St. Louis

Willowstake monitoring

Litter cleanup

The park features one of the last remnants of high-

quality bottomland woodland in the lower

Meramec.

The park is home to a variety of native trees such as

pecan, swamp white oak, pin oak, chinquapin oak,

bur oak, white ash, and sycamore.

·In the swamp woodland, you can find cattails,

spike rush, bulrush, and many other wetland plants.

The park features 10 natural communities: the

Meramec River, stream edge, bottomland

woodland, wet bottomland woodland, spring,

prairie, swamp woodland, marsh wetland and

successional bottomland woodland.

Lower Meramec Park is 271 acres and is located in

south St. Louis County along the banks of the Meramec

River. 

The Ambassadors and Partners hosted

5 stewardship events in 2021:

PARK FACTS:


